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1.

Anduotion Procedure

Consoripts were called in for militeary service at the age of 20 in

April and November of eaoh year. There was no definite time estab=-

lished for the length:of military service; however, consoripts were S
discharged after two years of service. In some cases they were kept B
in the service involuntarily for additional months., Deferment from L
military service was granted only on very rare occasions; i.e., R
one had to prove that he was the sole provider for the family ~ Thapg : Iy
vere no deferments for students, | ‘

\ | they were examined by a military doctor. The exam- ’"

ination consisted of checking eyes, ears, weight, height and an !
X-ray; the examination lasted about 2
they met a board consisting of fivellBfr
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Flight Examining Center (letecke vysetrovani stanice) at Prague-
DeJvice. At the time there were about 60 men reporting, between
the ages of 18 and 20; about 30% of them were volunteers., They

went through a very thorough medical examination which lasted an

entire day, | - -
' The intelligence test lasted for two days
and was consldered very hard, It consisted of ¢ollege mathematics,

eometr hyslics, chemist histe aphy, and general :
fnﬁellig;ngeyqueseions. ngzl;;ig;;rx;ggﬂggfabout nine men out 25X1
of 60 passed the test;| o

25X1

1t was
%ﬁt‘ﬂiﬁdévory T0 be a member of the Communist Party! however, all '
examinees had to be politically reliable. | 25X1

Zersonnel

[ The 22nd Alrfield Battalion conaisted of

about 160 officers and enlisted men. Approximately 70% of them
were Czeoh nationals, 25% Slovaks, and 5% Hungarian. There was
no friotion among them and all received the same treatment,
Approximately 20; of them were Communist Party members, They
received preferential treatment with regard to promotions and
leaves. Of 160 men about 35% were farmers; the rest were students,
faotory workers and skilled tradesmen, There were approximately
12 Alr Foroe women staticned at Mlada, They were all volunteers
and their ages ranged from 18 to 26, There were four officers
among them who were attached to the Regiment Headquarters., The
ggsbtwere NCO's working in ocommunicatiens., They did not mix with
¢ troops, '

25X1

| At Mlada Airfield the troopa
, nours tactlioal training every week. It oonsisted of
platoon tactios in attaock and defense, Ivery morning from 0800 oo
to 0845 hours they had cheminal training, consisting of marching A o
and double-timing in ges masks, Once a week from 0500 to 1200 K @
hours, they had political training, consisting of political o
disoussions and lectures, The troops did not take much interest \
in those leotures; the majority slept, ’

Pro on

18nt, was promoted to captailn within one
Yyear; 18 was consldered an exceptional case. The enlisted
men, after three months of basic training, were entitled to be
promoted to PFC., However, only 20% made PFC; the rest did not
meet the necessary requirements. The battalion commander had
the authority to promote an EM to PFC, From PFC and up, the pro-
motions had to be approved by the division commander, The time-
in-grade required for corporal was nine months; to sergeant it
was 1% years. About four EM were promoted to SFC in two years of
gservice, Communist Party members had preference in promotions;ﬁ%aw
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Digeipline

In the 22nd Battalion at Mlada, the discipline was strict, but Just. ‘n%
The conscript NCO's messed and slept together with the rest of the \”
trocps. After duty hours they mixed with the troops and were TN
friendly. The regular Ailr Force NCO's messed gnd slept separately.

N

They were militery and did not mix with the troops. | . i2sxi
for failing'ga salute an NCO or officer, a man would be confined R

for five days to his barraoks. During 1954, about five men were put 125X1

in detention barracks for from 10 $0.30 days, Their offense was i
refuuing to obey an order glven by an NCO; 6no man whd t!%lificd -
@ trip tloket was sentenced bg a court martial to lp years’hard T
labor, Acocording to the Omzechoslovak Military Justice (kazensky o
rad), only officers gould punish a man., A platoon commander had . \
the authority to sentence a man up to 15 days detention, a company n
commandey ug‘to 20 days, and battalion commander ugm:o 30 days. !
Ouly a military court oculd fivo out greater punishments. A T
mllitary oourt ab Mlada consisted of six members, thzaq officers .
from the Omechoslovak Military Court in Milovice (N 48481, E 16-46) o
and three offigers detailed from the base, The defendent was not _—

authoriged to have a defense council;
| AR “

6.

‘pilots rtcoizcg 2,000 orowns moadhly, Eniisted men weve paid
onge ab the end of . h month, The RAY O the sensoripvy wis as o
Sollowsi Pz&vutd; erownsy PFO, 72 orewns; Corporal, 86 orowas; o
Sergeant, g erowns) SMC, 120 ovowns) K/Bgb., 180 evewns, If
mareded, they veceived additional pay £em 480 drowns o 300 crowns,
d:pcgdsn on the ‘sip “

‘ i
‘highly qualified men
Lnw:kugw:noﬁwm. The pay for vegular Alr !oroi/EOO’l : ,
was as follows: ao:!cant. 200 orowna; 8FC, 280 crounu;Or‘ g0, 350 K

growns, If living off-poat, ihoz received 200 ovewns food, oo
Quarters for married men were not provided,

:
i i
Zead | 3

7o |

the Alr Foree was very well fed., They ate in a
meas hall, 20 men to a table., The feod was brought %o the table .
b{ ) braoviiou. Breakfast: unlimited blaok bread, butter L
oight decagrams ham, black coffes, Occasionally they had roils -
and eggs, Lunsh: f1ack bread, soup, 10 dkg. meat, -and dessert, g
Supper: same as lunch, o . ‘
Madl

In Ogtober, November and December 1953, all the mail was censored.
The letters received by troops were opened. However, they did not
bear the stamp "gensored” nor was anything orossed out of the
letters, In 1954, the letters were closed and| | did not 25X1
believe they were censored, The fee for postage stamps was the fo
same as for olvilians, The letters were given to the Battalion

CQ who took them to the base post office twice daily. The return 3
address was written on the back of tha anvalana | \ 25X1

Leave

During the three months of basic t?ainiggfai#meﬁ did not receive o
any leave. After one month they e¢ould . go to town in groups, on S
Seturdays until 2400 hours and Sundays un 2800 hours. After "

oonﬁhi
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ceuilatﬁﬂh-or basio training, they could go out en pass alter duty,
undll 2400 heurs, An aitman requesting leave had t0 submit an
applleation in wrlibing, There was no set rule as to how many doys’
108ve an airman was ensitled to redelve, Leave was a privilege
ond 1t was up to the airman's sommander to grant or relfuse leave.
The eompany commander had the autharitz bo_grant up to thuee duys
leuve, and vhe battalien sommender wp o 15 days, ‘

Madisal Oars

There were six doéﬁqu and one deantist at the dispensary at Mlada
Alrbase, The mediocal and dental care was very good, Alrmen's
family members weve alsc entitled to free med oal oasre., Hospital

‘GaBes were sent to Milovice Army Hospital,

Entertainment

There was one movie theater at Mlada Airbase with one performance
per day. Admittance to the movies wae free of charge, The pictures
were mostly Czech and Russisan, Occasionally, a theater group from
Prague performed in the theater. There was one television set on
the base, losated in the library. The canteen on the bage sold
beer, lemonade and candy. The prices were identical with outside
stores. Saturday and Sunday soccer and volleyball games were held,

Mustering Out e '
- e 25X1

. : — e\_JAppreximately
300 men, age 22, 'were dlscharged at the same time, They were
asked by their'conmandgre %0 8lgn up for sn additionsl tWo years,
and were promised a bonus of 400 srowns, two-month leave, and Dro=

‘motion., All of the 300 men declined to sign up for an additional

two years. They received a Temporary Military Certificate at
Mlada, sontaining bearer's personal data, date ofdischarge, and

date and plage of reporting to their respective Military Distriet
Headquarters, | PFVIRE o thelr respective Mil: ary bistrig

J
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